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PRESS RELEASE                                                           

Latin America Advances on Efforts to Reduce Violence against Children  
 

• South America, as a sub region, has advanced the most in the creation of Protection Policies for 
children, while Central American registers the best achievements in legislation matters. Even 
though these results are positive, both sub regions still lack information and organized reporting 
systems on violence against children.  

• The report identifies challenges, such as the fact that indigenous children are the most exposed to 
violence, and girls and adolescents continue to be the main victims of sexual violence.  

 
PANAMA CITY, May 8 2014 – The Latin American and Caribbean Movement for Children (MMI-LAC) presented today a new 
report on Violence Against Children, which includes information from 18 countries in the region. The report recognizes 
important advances in the area, but also identifies important pending challenges to put an end to all types of violence from 
which boys, girls, and adolescents are victims.  
 
Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Violence against Children, participated 
in the presentation of the report, event that took place today during MMI-LAC´s annual meeting. Various representatives from 
the UN Children´s Rights Committee, as well as the directors of the main organizations and networks working for children in 
the region, were also present.  
 
Based on consultations with Governments and Civil Society, the report highlights the action that the 18 countries in Latin 
America have performed following priorities identified globally to reduce violence against children in terms of public policy and 
plans to put an end to violence against children, the harmonization of normative frameworks for child protection, and the 
organization to improve the registration of abuse cases.  
 
The report underlines the progress in the countries to adapt their legislations, as well as the ratification of international treaties 
to reduce violence against children among some concrete advances. Also, the fact that there are new anti-bullying laws now in 
place in at least one third of the countries, and the ratification of the Third Protocol of the Convention of the Rights of the Child 
in Costa Rica and Bolivia. This protocol will allow children in these countries to denounce to the UN possible violations to their 
rights. On the other hand, the biggest challenge faced by most countries is their capacity to register report and monitor cases 
of violence against children, and this lack of data makes it difficult to understand the types of violence committed, who the 
victims are and where they are.  
 
For Marta Santos Pais, there is still a gap in the region between the normative framework on the Convention of the Rights of 
the Child and the daily reality faced by millions of children, who still identify violence as one of their main worries. “The 
international negotiation of the future development agenda gives us a unique opportunity to include the elimination of violence 
against children as a priority objective of sustainable development. This will mobilize resources and efforts that will result in 
greater advances for children”, she said.  
 
MMI-LAC´s Secretary General and ChildFund International Americas Region Director, Paul Bode, said that “girls and 
adolescents are the main victims of sexual abuse in the region, and boys and girls of indigenous populations are the most 
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exposed to violation of their rights”. He also said that “poverty, and extreme poverty, are pending challenges that need to be 
taken on as structural causes to eliminate violence against children”.  
 
The report presented today is an important contribution of the 13 main organizations that work for children’s rights in Latin 
America. The goal is to motivate governments to take even more actions to eradicate violence, as well as provide a close 
monitoring of civil society to guarantee the rights of boys and girls of being protected at home, school, and in their 
communities. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To download the report, the regional infographic, and the infographics of the countries (in Spanish), click here:  
Final Report: http://bit.ly/1inGHX3  
Executive Summary: http://bit.ly/1on70lt  
Country infographics:   http://bit.ly/SwT6TU  
Regional interactive infographic: http://goo.gl/bdp9am  
 
For media, photos and video declarations of Marta Santos Pais and Paul Bode are available here:  
Videos in English: http://mab.to/QwpAMCNut    
Videos in Spanish: http://mab.to/DBhV9rN4v   
Photos: http://we.tl/WXAW70KdSo  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
About the Latin American and Caribbean Movement for Children  
The Latin American and Caribbean Movement for Children (MMI-LAC) is a strategic alliance of organizations that 
work for the promotion, protection and defense of the children and adolescents human rights.  Currently is 
integrated by the Young Men Christian Association (YMCA), SOS Children’s Villages International, ChildFund 
Alliance, Child Helpline, Defence for Children International (DCI), ECPAT, Inter-American Children’s Institute, Plan 
International, Red ANDI International, REDLAMYC, Save the Children, UNICEF and World Vision International. 
 
 
 
Communications Coordinator 
Secretariat Latin American and Caribbean Movement for Children  
Tel (507) 6112- 4119 
Mail: secretaria@movimientoporlainfancia.org 
http://www.movimientoporlainfancia.org/ 
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